AtNational Online Safety, we bolieve i nempowering parents, carers and tr usted adults wi th the i nformation to hold aninfo d sation about online s afoty with their children, shouldthey
feel it is nooded . This guide focuses on an e platfar m of many which we believe trusted adults should be awar e of. Please vis it www nationalonlinesafety com for further guid es, hints and tips for adults.

‘ What Parents & Carers Need to Know about /

OnlyFans is an online platform, created in the UK. It is free to join either as a user or creator, but creators monetise their
content by charging subscription fees for users to view it. This content can take the form of photos, videos, live streams
and one-to-one chats. In many cases, users are also required to pay for any additional content they would like to
access. The site has around 50 million users worldwide and is aimed squarely at an adult audience.
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ID. Payment information is also
required to activate an account ~ but
anunder-age user could simply

input someone else’s bank details.

explicit photos or videos, acontent
maker who is under 18 would therefore
be producing their own child abuse
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Explicit Content “Risk Taking

Although it hosts various types of \ B Rt
rtists and 50 on), OnlyFans has ‘ - or fitin with other OnlyFans users,
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developeda particular reputation for young pecplemay be more

showcasing adult materid.Evenif a
young personon the platform is not
selling explicitcontent of themselves,
it's likely they will be exposedto profiles
thatare - and they mayevencome

approvd intheir peer groups. Online,

! et this tendency maylead them into
under pressure to do so from older — producing content that theywould not

users of the app. S - \ normally consider making.

Potential Financial Costs

OnlyFansis subscription based, raising the risk of racking up sizzable costs veryquickly. When auser clicks follow’ on an ac count they want to subscribe to, their debit or credit cardis
charged. Subscriptions are non refundable and setto auto-renew as default. Many accounts |abel led as “free’ still encourage users to donate tips for content they“ve liked.

Maintain a Dialogue Parental Controls
Itcan helpto talk honestly with yourchild about thedangers of using adult platforms j Ensure that you implement adequate safety measureson your child’s phone

such as OnlyFans. Discuss the ty pes of content that theyfeel is appropriate (ornot) to and other devices - especially parental control settings. Depending on the
post online and the potentid consequences of sharing too manyimages, too much device, age-inappropriate websites, cantent and downloads can befiltered

infarmation and ~ especially ~explicitphotos or videos. by age rating and blocked. '
. . ll“ . ‘
Monitor Their Finances Discuss Strangers on the Internet ®
Thisis particularlyrelevant for teens with their own bankaccount.if you noticea drastic Highlighttoy our child the dangers of meeting peaple they mighthave engaged
change inspending habits or your child suddenty has more disposable income or withthrough a platform like OnlyFans. Make sure they know to inform a trusted

mgh-vumm;‘namdwmamwu)tmmmmtmmwom adultstraightaway if someone they have anly spoken toonline attempts to
afford, then you mayneed to initiate a discussion about how they obtained this money. persuade them tomeet up in reallife.
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Meet Our Expert

Dr Rina Bajaj is a Counselling Psychologist who has workedinmental health since
2004 (for the NHS, statutory organisations, in the corparate workd and the voluntary
sector). Her areas of specialism include dating and relationships counselling,and

she has diverse experience in hel ping people from a range of backgrounds.

@ www.nationalonlinesafety.com ,@natonlinesafety n [NationalOnlineSafety @nationalonlinesafety

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into.C urrent as of thedate of reled se: 21.07.2021



