
Applecroft School
Nurturing Potential, Inspiring Minds, 

Changing Lives

Welcome Meeting
Wednesday 3rd September 2025



Meet the Team

Mrs Lisa Withe
Headteacher

DSL

Mr Paul Wyatt
Deputy Head 

DSL

Charlie our 
School Dog

Ms Ruth Johnson
Assistant Head

SENDCo
DSL



Meet the Team

Ms Jale Apicella 
Family Link 

Support Worker & 
DSL

Mrs Odette Coe
Finance &

Business Manager
Lead First Aider

Mrs Gill Williams
Finance Assistant
Lead First Aider



Meet the Reception Team

Miss Eloise Yates
Seurat Teacher
Early Years Lead 

DSL

Mrs Becky Thomas
Kandinsky Teacher
Tuesday - Thursday

Mrs Fern Warden
Kandinsky Teacher

January 2026

Mrs Aleks Marsham
Kandinsky Teacher
Monday & Friday



Meet our wider Reception Team

Mrs Vikki Wake 
PPA - RE Teacher

Mrs Rachel 
Varnals-Scrace
Early Reading 

Teacher

Mr Bradley 
Passade

PPA - PE Coach

Miss Carly Cashman
Early Years 
Practitioner

Mrs Stacey Flack
LSA



Attendance
 

Attendance – 96% or above

If your child has a Reception place - 
they are expected in school full-time 

even if they are not yet 5



Punctuality
 The school day begins at 8:45am sharp!

Gates open at 8:30am and doors to the 
school building at 8:35am

Registration period is 8:35-8:45am - 
children should be in class by 8:45am 

when the register closes 

 



Absence / Illness
 
Please do not send your child to school if he/she is not 

well

Please phone the school office (Mrs Lamaison) by 8:15am 
and leave a message if your child is going to be absent - 

please state what the reason for absence is (including type 
of illness)

If your child has sickness and/or diarrhoea, he/she should 
not return to school until a period of 48 hours has elapsed 

since the last time they were unwell

Support and Guidance
‘Is my child too ill for school?’ - NHS guidance & 

advice

‘Healthier Together’ - guidance & support from healthcare 
professionals across Dorset, Hampshire & the Isle of 

Wight

‘Parents Guide to Keeping Children Healthy…’ - guidance 
from GOV.UK

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
https://www.what0-18.nhs.uk/parentscarers/worried-your-child-unwell/child-unwell-ok-go-nurseryschool
https://ukhsa.blog.gov.uk/2024/01/03/a-parents-guide-to-keeping-kids-healthy-this-school-year/


Parent Volunteers
We are hoping to be able to welcome back our wonderful 

parent volunteers this year.
If you are interested in supporting the children in school 
you will need to attend one of the two planned volunteer 

safeguarding meetings:

Friday 12th September @ 9am
or

Monday 15th September @ 2:30pm



Special Events / Weeks / Days



Our Behaviour & Discipline Policy



What your child needs for school in Reception

Named School Uniform

Named PE kit in a 
named drawstring bag

Named water bottle- 
containing water, not 

squash.

Named red school book bag 
(no backpacks) - these are 

kept in trays in class.
1 key ring only please!

Named sunhat/winter hat, 
scarf and gloves

Please make sure your child's belongings are labelled and easily 
identifiable to your child. There will be 60 similar items!



School Uniform

School colours 
School logo 

Red jumper or cardigan

Plain grey trousers / skirt / pinafore 
White or red polo shirts (red only for children in EYFS) 

or plain white blouse/skirt

Grey or red tights/grey, red or white socks
Plain, black sturdy shoes (boots are not permitted)

Welly Boots & Waterproofs



School Uniform
PE Kit:

White t-shirt
Plain black shorts 

Plain black jogging bottoms
House t-shirt (for house events)*

Black school hoodie / Plain black hoodie
Plain black trainers 

PE Days: 
Wednesday - Sports Coach - come to school in PE kits
Friday - Class Teachers - bring kit to school in PE bag 







How we communicate with you

admin@applecroft.herts.sch.uk   

‘What are we 
learning in Reception 
poster’ and weekly 
Reception summary 
including Home 
Learning activities

Key dates and events

WOW teaching and 
learning moments - 
linked to Early Years 
curriculum and 
current learning

Arbor profile

End of year report

School Newsletter 
(with termly updates 
from the EYFS)

PTA News and Events

Communication from 
School Office, Mrs 
Withe or Reception 
Team

FIRST AID messages
(e.g. head bumps)

Access useful 
information

Weekly Posters 

Monthly School  
Newsletters

School Calendar

mailto:reception@applecroft.herts.sch.uk


School Calendar



Tapestry in Reception



Reception Noticeboard / Open Door Policy



Learning in the EYFS

7 Areas of Learning

Prime Areas:
Communication and Language

Physical Development
Personal, Social and Emotional 

Development

Specific Areas:
Literacy

Mathematics
Understanding the World

Expressive Arts and Design



Learning in the EYFS
Children should mostly develop the 

‘prime’ areas first.  These are 
essential for a child's healthy 

development and future learning.
As children grow, the prime areas 

will help them to develop skills in the 
4 specific areas.

Teachers plan learning and activities 
across all 7 areas and the flexibility 

of the curriculum allows staff to 
follow the  children's unique needs 

and interests.

Phonics - Little Wandle

CUSP Curriculum
Structured Storytime



Focus Observations
We carry out focus observations each 
Term. We will communicate this to you 
via Tapestry and in our display cabinet.

Your child will be one of 3 children (in 
the class) focused on in the same week.

The week before you will receive a 
letter informing that your child will be a 
focus observation child for the following 

week.

After your child’s focus observation 
week has been completed, you will be 
invited in to have a chat with their 
class teacher about their progress, 
development and any next steps they 

have identified.



Focus Consultations
Focus observation meetings held termly 
to discuss your child's progress. These 
are offered each term in order to work 

closely with parents and teachers.

Discussing progress and where children 
are currently working towards in the 7 

areas of learning.

We will share the document, with times 
and dates, via email.

If you have any questions please speak 
to your child’s class teacher.

Please make a note of your time and 
date.

We will not rearrange if you choose not 
to turn up.



Assessment in EYFS
Nursery Reception

Observations Observations

Focus observations Focus observations

Adult directed Teacher based assessment Adult directed Teacher based assessment

On entry assessments Reception Baseline Assessment- RBA

Phonics- Little Wandle

Writing Moderation 

EYFSP

A summative report is compiled at the end of the year, in July, and 
highlights next steps for learning prior to entry to Year One.

The EYFS profile (EYFSP) is a summative assessment of learning across 
all 7 areas and is completed in the final half term of Reception.  This 
is shared with parents following statutory guidance. 



School Procedures

admin@applecroft.herts.sch.uk           - Mrs Lamaison (Office)

Phone or email the 
school office (Mrs 
Lamaison) before 2pm

Leave a message if 
your child is going to 
have an alternative 
pick up arrangement

Any sent after 2pm 
are likely to not be 
picked up

Birthday books only

No gifts bags/party 
bags and toys

No cakes/ sweets as 
we are a ‘Healthy 
School’

We are a ‘NUT FREE 
school’

We ask that routine 
dentist & doctor 
appointments take 
place out of the 
school day whenever 
possible

Phone or email the 
school office (Mrs 
Lamaison)

School Office not to 
be confused with 
‘Reception’.

mailto:reception@applecroft.herts.sch.uk


School Dinners

● All children in reception are entitled to receive universal free school 
meals - which means you do not need to pay for your child's school meal

● Meals are provided by the catering company Dolce

● All food must be ordered in advance via Dolce’s ordering system 
SchoolGrid - the reason food needs to be ordered in advance is so that 
the cook knows how many of each type of meal needs to be prepared - 
this helps to keep the cost per meal as low as possible

● Parents and carers will be able to access Schoolgrid from mid August 
once you have received an email containing your username and password 
(check your spam)

● If your child has any food allergies or specific dietary requirements 
these can be noted within SchoolGrid - this will mean that any meals 
containing ingredients your child should not have will not be visible for you 
to choose.  If your child has a severe dietary restriction Dolce are more 
than happy to provide a separate menu for your child - please speak to me 
at the end of the presentation.



The use of mobile phones by adults are NOT permitted on the school site.
All phones must be out of sight and not actively used on the school site for 

safeguarding reasons.
Smartwatches - can we worn but must be silenced and all functions except for the 
watch to be disabled whilst at school (some watches have a ‘school mode’ that does 

this)
Positive Feedback & Suggestion boxes/emails

Polite reminder if coming to school on a bike or scooter - please be respectful and 
mindful of other families and wait outside the school.

Keeping children safe is everyone’s 
responsibility



A typical day in Reception
Doors open at 8:35am / Close at 8:45am sharp

Register taken

‘Funky Fingers’/Dough Disco/Daily Mile

Phonics - Little Wandle

Child Initiated Learning - BUSY TIME

Adult directed activity - Maths
 

Lunch

Adult directed activity - Literacy - Structured Storytime

Reading & letter formation practice groups

Child Initiated Learning - BUSY TIME

Book vote Story/ Singing



Our CUSP Literature Spine



Our Classroom Systems



Reception Morning and Afternoon sessions
On Monday 8th/Tuesday 9th/ Wednesday 10th September

Enter playground via the Playground gate. Drop off at Reception entrance. 
Pick up at Reception Classroom exits (Seurat / Kandinsky).

Parents do not stay. Children wear uniform for these sessions.          
Morning 9-11.30am Afternoon 1.30-2.45pm.

 



Use the QR Code below to 
download a digital version 
of activity ideas that will  
help you, as parents and 
carers, to prepare your 

child for their next step 
into school.

Supporting 
Smooth 

Transitions



Important Dates
● Home Visits take place from tomorrow - Thursday 4th and Friday 5th September 

for non-Applecroft children.

● Morning and Afternoon sessions for Reception children begin on Monday 8th to 
Wednesday 10th. Please make a note of YOUR date and TIME.

● Your child’s first FULL day is on Thursday 11th September.

● Parent Volunteer Meetings - Friday 12th September @ 9am or Monday 15th 
September @ 2:30pm

● ‘Early Reading & Little Wandle’ Meeting for ALL Reception parents/carers - 
Tuesday 16th September, @ 6-7pm.

● Reception ‘Stay and Read’. Kandinsky is Thursday 18th and Seurat’s is Friday 19th 
- both @ 2:30pm. Please make a note of this!

● Reception Baseline Assessments conducted (in school) from 22nd September.

● Focus Consultations for Autumn Term will be held on a Thursday. They will begin 
Thursday 25th September. We will send information to you via email on Friday 
12th. Please make a note of your Thursday and TIME.

● Reception Parent/Carer lunches 11:30-12:30pm, Friday 3rd, Monday 6th and 
Wednesday 8th October.


