
Year 6
Welcome Meeting

 
Monday 8th September 2025



Staffing

Year Group Leader: Mrs. O’Connor

Class Teachers: Mrs. O’Connor, Mrs. Boulton and Mrs. Brandon

Learning Support Assistants: Mrs. Parnham and Ms. Syrett

Mrs Vikki Wake – PPA Lead for RE
Mr Bradley Passade - PPA Lead for PE



Staffing

Other Important Staff: 

Mrs. O’Connor - Phase Leader

Mrs Lisa Withe - Headteacher

Mr Paul Wyatt – Deputy Headteacher

Ms Ruth Johnson – Assistant Headteacher for 
Inclusion & Well-Being (also our SENDCo)

Ms Jale Apicella - Family Link Support Worker

Odette Coe & Gill Williams - Lead First Aiders



Safeguarding

https://www.applecroft.herts.sch.uk/safeguarding/


Attendance

Attendance – 96% or above

We won’t authorise holidays during the term. We ask that routine (non-emergency) dentist, opticians & doctor appointments take place out of the school day whenever possible

We are here to support - contact Jale Apicella (Family Link Support Worker) or your child’s class teacher 



Punctuality

Lessons begin at 8:45am sharp - Gates open at 8:30am and doors to the school building at 8:35am

The Registration period is 8:35-8:45am - children should be in their classroom by 8:45am when the register closes

 Children don’t like arriving late - it’s embarrassing, interrupts the lesson and does not evoke positive emotions in your child - 
they also miss key messages and learning

We are here to support - contact Jale Apicella (Family Link Support Worker) or your child’s class teacher 



Parent Volunteers 

We are hoping to be able to welcome back our wonderful parent volunteers 
this year. If you are interested in supporting the children in school you will 

need to attend one of the two planned volunteer meetings

Friday 12th September @ 9am
or 

Monday 15th September @ 2:30pm

Some ideas of when we usually need help are: 
1. Art lessons (especially silk screen printing - October)
2. Languages day (need not be French…)
3. Walking Y6’s to Stanborough for events.



Behaviour and Discipline Policy

The ‘expectations of behaviour’ document applies to our whole community:

‘Good To Be Green’ system

Senso software monitors school devices including Chromebooks & computers 
and alerts DSLs - where necessary this will be shared with parents and 

the Behaviour & Discipline policy will be applied.



School Uniform

Add what the uniform code is including important of correct PE kit 

● Long hair (once it reaches shoulder length) should be tied back 
● Red hair accessories only
● Stud earrings only
● No nail varnish or motifs in hair
● Wellie Boots (for OPAL)
● Full body waterproofs (for OPAL)
● Black school shoes - no boots

Applecroft PE kit to be worn on PE days only. 
These are Tuesdays and Thursdays for both classes.

Uniform Information | Applecroft School 

https://www.applecroft.herts.sch.uk/uniform-information/


Communication between home and school

Google Classroom

Website - show year group page & curriculum page & where to find out info (mention/show 
YoaP, Curriculum letter)

Instagram

Admin email 

Share hierarchy of contacting staff - any issues first port of call is always class teacher → 
phase leader → Assistant Head → Deputy Head → Headteacher

Log-ins / individual and whole school (e.g. curriculum visions, Boom Reader - provide these 
again at the welcome meeting session)  

Year Six | Applecroft School 

https://www.applecroft.herts.sch.uk/year-six-1/


Important Reminders

Years 5 & 6 only - mobile phone reminders - must be signed in each day and turned off/silenced and out of site whilst on 
school site - this includes the playgrounds - school advises children don’t have phones until secondary school

The use of mobile phones by adults are also NOT permitted on the school site (hands-free is) but all phones must be 
out of site and not being actively used on the school site for safeguarding reasons

Smartwatches - can we worn but must be silenced and all functions except for the watch to be disabled whilst at school 
(some watches have a ‘school mode’ that does this)

School Lunches

Healthy Snacks only (e.g. fruit, vegetables, cereal bars)

Stationery - please remember a glue stick and ink pens only (no biros)

Positive Feedback & Suggestion boxes/emails

Polite reminder if coming to school on a bike or scooter - please be respectful and mindful of other families and wait 
outside the school, off your bike until the gate opens



Important Dates

● Monday 8th September - Welcome Meeting @ 2.40pm

● Friday 12th September - Curriculum Letter for the Autumn Term published on school website 

● Friday 12th September @ 9am/Monday 15th September @ 2:30pm - Volunteer Meeting & 
Safeguarding Training

● Deadline for Secondary school applications - now until 31st October 2025

● Monday 11th - Thursday 14th May 2026 - Year 6 SATs Week 

● Monday 15th - Friday 19th June 2026 - PGL week 



Updates

Books:
The school has invested thousands of pounds in books over the past few years including resourcing 

the Little Wandle scheme, reading curriculum and libraries

If a book is returned to school damaged or not returned at all, the school will write to parents/carers 
requesting payment for a replacement book. 

Thank you for your support and understanding.



Relaunch

Birthday Books:
For children’s birthdays/special events sweets are no 

longer permitted and from now on will not be 
distributed to the children.

However, we would still like the opportunity for your 
child to celebrate their birthday in a special way at 

school, by donating a birthday book.

There is no expectation that anything needs to be 
purchased. However, if your child would like to 

celebrate in this way each class has a ‘Birthday Book 
Wishlist’ which can be found on your google classroom.

Each ‘Birthday Book’ received will have a special 
sticker on the inside cover displaying who donated it 

and on which birthday. The book will then be added to 
your child’s class library. 

Why a book 
makes the 

perfect gift…

https://usborne.com/gb/blog/post/tips-and-expert-advice/7-reasons-why-a-book-is-the-perfect-gift-for-a-child
https://usborne.com/gb/blog/post/tips-and-expert-advice/7-reasons-why-a-book-is-the-perfect-gift-for-a-child


The Curriculum
This term : 
Reading Rooftoppers, 
Pig Heart Boy, How to 
live forever…

Writing
Narrative based on 
‘Uncle Montague’s tales 
of terror’, 
Non-chronological 
reports based on 
‘Planetarium’ and 
persuasive speeches.

Science
Electricity and the 
circulatory system

History
The Battle of Britain and 
WWII

Geography
Mountain 
formation

Art
Arts Week focus is 
Silk screen 
printing

PE 
Tues - netball
Thur - gymnastics



The Curriculum
Year On A Page - Applecroft Website 
Y6 Curriculum Letter Autumn 25.docx

https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/applecroft-school/UploadedDocument/238b998d-d615-464a-bded-f6e546578fc5/year-6-year-on-a-page-overview-24-25.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1rcuuPkcgduc6kt8JplXpDvnKuzD-xnB0/edit


The School Day 
Our timetables are on GC and Website

Soft start: 8.35am Register: 8.45am  Break: 10.20am – 10.35am 
Lunch: 12.15pm - 1.15pm Home Time: 3.15pm



Home Learning

Home learning will be set as an assignment on Google Classroom on a Friday. The due date for 

each piece is the following Friday.  Each week they will have one Maths and one Spelling 

assignment, in addition to daily reading. Occasionally, the children will be required to complete 

pre-reading ahead of a new topic, for example this Friday we will be setting pre-reading on the 

Battle of Britain. Pre-reading is usually set from Curriculum Visions.

We will discuss with the children how they can be proactive and organise their week to 

complete tasks on time. Please support your child to develop good habits by managing their 

home learning over the course of the week. If a child has a number of pieces missing, we will 

ask them to complete some of their work on Chromebooks, possibly at break times.

 If they have an issue with any assignment, then please encourage them to speak to us or write 

a comment to us. We can give advice or support and avoid unnecessary worry.

Home learning assignments in Y6 should last between 20 and 40 minutes depending on the task.



Reading – Updates



New for September 2025:
- No longer using Boom Reader

- Still striving for every child to 
read for pleasure at home every 

day
- Moving to an ‘in house’ child led 

approach, linking to leadership 
skills

- Using the document to the left, 
children will ‘self register’ their 
name onto the open book, if they 

read the previous night
- Reading Society members will add 

up the scores daily and at the end 
of the week, weekly totals for 

each class will be displayed in the 
main corridor

A love of reading is the single biggest 
indicator of future academic success (OECD)



Secondary Transfer
Please visit the  secondary school websites or contact their offices for details 
of visits.

If your child will not be in school due to a secondary visit please let the office 
know so absence can be authorised.

The Hertfordshire’s online application system is open now and closes on 31st 
October (see link below).

HCC Secondary Transfer Application

https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/schools-and-education/school-admissions/secondary-and-upper-schools/secondary-and-upper-school-places.aspx


SATs 
The key stage 2 tests take place from Monday 11th May to Thursday 15th May 2026.

Children will sit a tests in: 

Reading

Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling

Arithmetic

Maths Problem Solving (2 papers)

Writing will be assessed using teacher assessment of pupils’ writing over the course of 

the year in a variety of forms.



PGL Trip to Osmington Bay, Dorset

Monday 15th June - Friday 19th June 2026

This is a much anticipated trip as children will have the opportunity to 
experience adventurous activities that they may not have tried before. 
More information, including medical forms and a kit list will be sent home 
early in the Summer Term. 

A meeting will take place later in the year to discuss the trip in more 
detail ( date to be arranged.) 


