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School Readiness
School Readiness is a measure of 

how prepared a child is to succeed in 
school; cognitively, socially and 

emotionally.

School Readiness for EYFS children 
is defined in terms of the aspects of 
the school environment that support 
a smooth transition for children (and 
their families) into primary school 

and advance learning for all children.

The characteristics of school 
readiness involve standards of 
intellectual, physical, and social 

development which allows children to 
meet requirements and cope with the 

school curriculum.



School Readiness Survey



School Readiness Survey



Preparing for September
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Tips and advice



Use the QR Code below to 
download a digital version 
of activity ideas that will  
help you, as parents and 
carers, to prepare your 
child for their next step 

into school.

Supporting 
Smooth 

Transitions
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Attendance
Attendance – 96% or above

Attendance patterns in nursery 
set the habits for school



Punctuality
The Nursery day begins at 8:30am for 15 hour 

morning sessions.

For 30 hour sessions, the day starts at 9am 
promptly (unless additional hours are purchased).

Gates open at 8:30am and close at 9am
—---------------

Gates open at 11:30am - 11:40am for lunch club

Gates open at 12:30 - 12:40 for 15 hour 
afternoon sessions



Absence / Illness
● Please do not send your child to school if he/she is not 

well

● Please phone the school office (Mrs Lamaison) by 
8:15am and leave a message if your child is going to be 
absent - please state what the reason for absence is 
(including type of illness)

● If your child has sickness and/or diarrhoea, he/she 
should not return to school until a period of 48 hours
has elapsed since the last time they were unwell

● Support and Guidance
‘Is my child too ill for school?’ - NHS guidance & advice

‘Healthier Together’ - guidance & support from 
healthcare professionals across Dorset, Hampshire & the 
Isle of Wight

‘Parents Guide to Keeping Children Healthy…’ - guidance 
from GOV.UK

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
https://www.what0-18.nhs.uk/parentscarers/worried-your-child-unwell/child-unwell-ok-go-nurseryschool
https://ukhsa.blog.gov.uk/2024/01/03/a-parents-guide-to-keeping-kids-healthy-this-school-year/


What your child needs for school in Nursery

School uniform and PE 
Kit are optional

Children should wear 
comfortable clothes 

that they can move in 
and allow independence

Named sunhat/winter hat, 
scarf and gloves

Named coat when needed

Named water bottle -
containing water, not squash

Sturdy shoes - NO CROCS!

Please make sure your child's belongings are labelled and easily 
identifiable to your child! 



School Dinners

● Children in nursery have the option to purchase a hot school meal or to bring food in 
from home

● Hot school meals are provided by the catering company Dolce

● All food must be ordered in advance via Dolce’s ordering system SchoolGrid - the 
reason food needs to be ordered in advance is so that the cook knows how many of 
each type of meal needs to be prepared - this helps to keep the cost per meal as low 
as possible

● The cost of a meal is currently £2.63 - payment needs to be made in-advance

● School meals can be ordered on an adhoc basis - i.e. you can pick and choose which 
days your child will have a school meal - you do not have to book for the whole week

● Parents and carers will be able to access Schoolgrid from mid August once you have 
received an email containing your username and password (check your spam)

● If your child has any food allergies or specific dietary requirements these can be 
noted within SchoolGrid - this will mean that any meals containing ingredients your 
child should not have will not be visible for you to choose.  If your child has a severe 
dietary restriction Dolce are more than happy to provide a separate menu for your 
child - please speak to me at the end of the presentation.



A typical day in Nursery
Doors open at 8:30am / Close at 9am sharp

Funky Fingers (Fine motor activity)

Child Initiated Learning

Adult Directed Activity

Child Initiated Learning

Structured Story Time

Lunch / Home Time (doors open 11:30am-11:40am)

Doors open at 12:30pm / Close at 12:40pm

Funky Fingers (Fine motor activity)

Child Initiated Learning

Adult Directed Activity

Child Initiated Learning

Structured Story Time

Home Time (3pm-3:30pm)



Our Classroom Systems



What is in my information pack?
Documents for information only:

● Parent portal and the Arbor App
● Information on school uniform
● Attendance Guide
● Voluntary Contributions
● Privacy Statement from Schoolgrid
● Learning Journeys (Tapestry)
● Sample lunchtime meal menu
● Applecroft PTA
● Lunch Club
● 30 hours free childcare

Documents to be completed and returned to school by Friday 27th June 2025:
● School Gateway (Schoolcomms)*
● Photography Policy*
● Tapestry consent form*
● EYFS Acceptable use agreement*
● Consent form for local school visits* 
● Intimate Care & Toileting Policy*
● Home-School Agreement*
● Uniform order form*
● Adults authorised to collect you child*
● Lunchtime meals*
● Lunch Club Booking Form*
● Additional hours form (for those children attending full time)*

Documents that require online registration:
● School Milk details and registration form*
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How we communicate with you

admin@applecroft.herts.sch.uk nursery@applecroft.herts.sch.uk

‘What are we 
learning in Nursery 
poster’ and weekly 
summary including 
Home Learning 
activities

Key dates and events

WOW teaching and 
learning moments

FIRST AID messages 
(e.g. head bumps)

Missing School Book

Monthly School 
Newsletter (with 
termly updates from 
the EYFS)

PTA News and Events

Communication from 
the school office or 
other members of 
staff

Access to useful 
information

Weekly Posters

Monthly School 
Newsletters

School Calendar

mailto:reception@applecroft.herts.sch.uk
mailto:reception@applecroft.herts.sch.uk


Tapestry in Nursery



Nursery Noticeboard / Open Door Policy



School Calendar



School Procedures

admin@applecroft.herts.sch.uk - Mrs Lamaison (Office)

nursery@applecroft.herts.sch.uk - Nursery Team

Phone or email the 
school office (Mrs 
Lamaison) before 2pm

Leave a message if 
your child is going to 
have an alternative 
pick up arrangement

Any sent after 2pm 
are likely to not be 
picked up

Birthday books only

No gifts bags/party 
bags and toys

No cakes/ sweets as 
we are a ‘Healthy 
School’

We are also a ‘NUT 
FREE school’

We ask that routine 
dentist & doctor 
appointments take place 
out of the school day 
whenever possible

Phone or email the 
school office (Mrs 
Lamaison)

School Office not to be 
confused with 
‘Reception’.

mailto:reception@applecroft.herts.sch.uk
mailto:reception@applecroft.herts.sch.uk
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Special Events / Weeks / Days



Important Dates

● Nursery Story Sessions are after school on Monday 7th, 
Tuesday 8th and Thursday 10th July - 3:30-4:30pm (Phone 
Mrs Lamaison to book in a slot - 1 slot, parents stay)

● Nursery WELCOME meeting - Wednesday 3rd September at 
5pm

● Home Visits take place Thursday 4th and Friday 5th 
September. Your date and time will be emailed

● Nursery Children (30hrs) start on Monday 8th September

● Nursery Children (15hrs) start on Tuesday 9th September

● Nursery ‘Love of Reading’ Meeting for all Nursery 
parents/carers - Friday 19th (8:45-9:15am) or 26th 
September (2:30-3pm)



Pedestrian Gate / Nursery Entrance



Contact us



Questions


